SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 27th June 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






  Cllr  P A Blaine (Chairman) 





  “   N Aldis





  “   C Baker
  “   R Frood





  “   D Gale





  “   J Gurney





  “   C Osborne






  “   M Pettitt





  “   M Scott
  “   D Sharman

  “   Mrs S Sutton
  “   G White

Cllr Gurney opened the meeting in the absence of the Chairman and welcomed Cllrs Baker and Mrs Sutton to their first meeting since being co-opted on to the Council.
1.  APOLOGIES: For absence were received from Cllrs Downing, Jaeger and McMurdo.
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS   
(F14/05)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

There were none.
(b) Personal interests

There were none.
PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

There were none.
PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS

3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 









(F15/05)

Cllr Gurney said that he had been approached by the applicants of 05/00896/OUT to look at the plans for the site before submission, as a result he did not intend to speak or vote on this application.

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)




4. MINUTES








(F16/05)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 16th May 2005  and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 20th June 2005, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

5. MATTERS ARISING 






(F17/05)

(a)  Planning Application 41/2001/1683 - Fallowfield Estate, Shop, Houses etc

(3.12.01)(F41/01)

SEE PART II – EXEMPT MINUTES – PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE NO(F23/05)
 (b) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03)


Cllr Aldis reported to Town Council on 20th June 2005 that the company has encountered more problems in drafting its Articles of Association and Memorandum.  If more than 20% of the Board are Councillors the Company would be bound by the legislation governing Councils.  The only way to avoid this is to restructure the make up of the Board of Directors.  A Board consisting of one Town Council Director and one District Council Director together with a further eight Community Directors would fulfil the necessary conditions. 

Finance and General Purposes Committee had been given delegated authority by Town Council (33/05) (20.06.05) to consider and restructure the Board of Directors of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.

Cllr Aldis also said that the Board of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd had met on Thursday 23rd June, producing a written report which had been previously circulated to Members. However, there were differing opinions as to the requirements governing a company limited by guarantee and Cllr Aldis felt that there was a need to take legal advice before the Company was set up.  There was some discussion on various options, such as the direct employment of the Town Manager by the Town Council but it was felt that Members needed to review the whole position and to identify the relevant issues before deciding in which direction to go.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk, together with Cllr Aldis, be requested to review the present position with regard to the employment of the Town Manager and the proposed Company taking into consideration accommodation and administration costs and that they produce a report on the situation to be presented to the next meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee on 15th August 2005.

(c) Commemoration of Victory in Europe/Japan Day 10th July 2005 (20.9.05) (F40/04)

The work on the War Memorial was completed by the date of the Royal British Legion Commemoration Service on 26th June 2005.

RESOLVED: (a)That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(b) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to the Royal British Legion to congratulate them on the success of  the Commemoration Service.

(d) Trafalgar Weekend 21st - 23rd October 2005  (01.11.04) (F52/04)

Cllr Aldis reported on the fact that an oak tree could be planted for each of the British ships which took part in the Battle of Trafalgar, 33 in all.  The Headteacher at Sandye Place School was eager to plant some in the grounds of the school to replace dead trees.  The other schools in the area could also be approached to take some. Cllr Aldis advised that he had found a location near the Fallowfield and St Ivel Park developments which might be suitable, although liaison with the highways Department at County Hall, amongst others would have to take place before planting.

The cost of the trees, plus stakes would be £30.00 each and it was proposed that residents could sponsor a tree, perhaps as a Memorial to a family member or to commemorate an anniversary of their own.  Planting could be undertaken by volunteers. 

RESOLVED: That Cllr Aldis be requested to take the matter forward in investigating the feasibility of the site he has identified at Fallowfield/St Ivel Park.

The Deputy Clerk then reported that she had been contacted by Mr Bob Trenholm from the Sir William Peel Public house.  He is brewing a beer to commemorate the Battle of Trafalgar and wondered if the Town Council would be prepared to participate in a charity event involving the beer.

RESOLVED: That the Mayor (with input from other Members) be requested to consider if the beer could be utilised in any sort of Charity event and to liaise with Mr Trenholm over this.

(e) Code of Conduct Review – Consultation Document (14.3.05) (F87/04)
In accordance with the resolution of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 16th May 2005 the Policies Working Group responded to the Consultation Document on the Town Council’s behalf.


RESOLVED: (i) That the final responses should be circulated to Members through the Periodic Bulletin.

(ii) That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(f) Flood Protection Works – Bedford Road, Sandy (14.03.05) (F86/04)
The expected presentation by Mr Steve Thomas from Mid Beds District Council and Mr Dave Thomas From the Ivel Drainage Board, on the various options for preventing the recurrence of flooding in Bedford Road had been cancelled.  They no longer expect Sandy Town Council to make a contribution to the works outlined in the letter from Mr Steve Thomas (copy was attached).

RESOLVED: (i) That the situation be noted.

(ii) That the Deputy Clerk be asked to arrange a meeting between the Flood Plan Working Group and Mr Thomas, with other Members of Council being welcome to attend if they wish.

 (g) Devolving Services from Mid Beds D.C. (14.03.05) (F88/04)

Three further Members of Town Council have responded to the re-issued questionnaire (making a total of six respondees).  

Flitwick Town Council considered the matter recently and have responded with the view that Town and Parish Councils have Powers already to undertake work in some of the areas listed and that the other areas were something of a “poisoned chalice” and in their view not worth taking on.

Potton Town Council did not want to venture an opinion until they knew more about the funding issues connected with the delegation of powers.

The Leader of Leighton Linslade Town Council had not yet been contacted to arrange for him to attend a meeting.

RESOLVED: (i) That the situation be noted.

(ii) That the Leader of Leighton Linslade Council be invited to address the next meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on 15th August 2005 to discuss Quality Council Status and, in particular, any progress they have made in discussions with South Beds District Council over devolved services.

(h) New Edition of Town Guide (14.03.05) (F83/04)

Amendments to the current text have been made and some new articles completed. Further articles are awaited, including a piece on the current Town Centre enhancement scheme.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(i) Proposed Improvements to C.C.T.V. system, Bedford Road Recreation Ground (18.4.05) (F98/04)

Letter sent to Mr Beale of Sandy Security on 28.04.05 requesting a report on the condition and location of Sandy Town Council owned cameras sited in areas other than Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

Following Town Council Meeting held on 20th June 2005 the Deputy Clerk contacted Mr Beale to try to hasten the matter and to talk to him about cameras in the skate park area, which topic had been raised by an elector at the Council meeting.

In Mr Beale’s opinion the camera on Sunderland Road is sufficient although in the summer there is some problem with trees obscuring the view of the camera.  He did not think that there would be any benefit in re-locating any of the existing cameras, Sandy Security and the police were happy with their current positions. However, he did say that he would be happy to quote for the installation of a camera near the skate park if that was required.

Subsequently Mr Beale’s report had been received.


RESOLVED: (i)That the situation be noted.

(ii) That Mr Beale’s report be circulated with the Agenda of  the next meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on 15th August 2005.

(iii) That Cllr Pettitt be requested to attend the next meeting of the Sandy Security Partnership.


(j) Public attempts to contact Police Station at Bedford (18.4.05) (F98/04)

A letter was sent to Chief Constable on 28.4.05 asking for an investigation into the lack of response and requesting that the telephone service be improved. The reply was received on16th May 2005 (copy was attached)

RESOLVED: (i) That the situation be noted.

(ii) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to arrange a visit for Members to the Call Centre at Police Headquarters in Kempston.

(k) Petition to Annual Town Meeting (16.5.05) (F06/05)

A meeting with outside bodies is still to be arranged, the absence of the Community Safety Officer on leave is hampering progress with this.  The Deputy Clerk has been researching youth shelters and home CCTV systems but it is evident that both these possible solutions to problems will have to be the subject of considerable consultation and preparation work if they are to work effectively in reducing the problems of nuisance youths.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

(l) Town Centre Car Park – Non Domestic Rates (16.5.05) (F10/05)

No further information to report.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

6. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS (F18/05)
2005/2006
(1) Capital Expenditure


(a) Additional double yellow lining, no parking lettering and no parking hatching, Car Park

Work deferred until the Town Centre Enhancement Project is complete. 
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(b) War memorial cleaning and refurbishing.

Work now complete.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(c) Replacement CCTV camera and infra red lighting for Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Work now complete.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(d) Proposed alterations to Council Offices

Work due to start 4th July 2005.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(e) Galvanised gate to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

The gate has been delivered and installed but is too high and is to be re-fitted. 
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


(2) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Repair to Riddy Footbridge


Work now complete.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(b) Replacement wiring to sprinkler heads at the Bowling Green, Sunderland Road

 Work now complete.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item may now be deleted.

(i) Verti-draining – hire of machinery, Sunderland Road

To be ordered in the Autumn.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

7. CHANGES TO STANDING ORDERS AND PROCEDURES
(F19/05)

The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Election of Mayor 


RESOLVED: (a) That Standing Order G15 (a) be amended to read: “At each Annual Meeting the first business shall be the election of Town Mayor” and then in G15 (c) “Deputy Town Mayor”. 

(b) That the Town Mayor for the ensuing Municipal Year shall be nominated at the April meeting of Council, with the election taking place at the Annual Meeting of Town Council in May.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

RESOLVED:  That Council exclude members of the Press and Public in future by use of “The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and that this resolution shall be recorded in the minutes of meetings, but that it also continues to record in the minutes the relevant portion of the “Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985 voluntarily.


Annual Town Meeting

RESOLVED: (a) That in future the Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting shall be circulated to Town Council Members for information only.

(b) That any action requested of the Council by the Annual Town Meeting may be notified to the Council by letter and extract from the Minutes.

ALSO RESOLVED: That the Clerk be requested to prepare a report for a subsequent Committee meeting about the format of future Annual Town Meetings.


Quorum

RESOLVED: That Standing Order Y71 be amended to read:

	Name of Committee
	Number of Members
	Quorum

	Staffing Committee
	5 (including Deputy Mayor but excluding Mayor)
	3

	Audit Committee
	5 (including Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee and two other Members)
	3



Matters Arising

RESOLVED: (a)That in future the item “Matters Arising” will not appear on Council agenda, but that any matters which are ongoing must appear in their own right as an Agenda item.

(b) That appropriate measures be put in place to allow emergency papers to be presented to a meeting.

ALSO RESOLVED: That the draft amended Standing Orders be submitted to the next meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee on 15th August 2005. 

8. TAXI TOKENS SCHEME 
(F20/05)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to take the steps necessary to establish the entitlement of attendance at Town Council meetings by young people to taxi tokens.

9. COURSES FOR VOLUNTEERS WORKING WITH YOUTH GROUPS (F21/05)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 

RESOLVED: That the item should be referred to the group being set up to investigate possible solutions to the problem of nuisance youths. 
10. PRESS RELEASE

(F22/05)

RESOLVED: That a Press Release be issued regarding the Town Council’s plans to plant 33 oak trees to commemorate the Battle of Trafalgar.

RESOLVED: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTIONS 9/12) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, "ANY TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES" AND " IT MAY CONCERN ANY INSTRUCTIONS TO COUNSEL AND ANY OPINION OF COUNSEL (WHETHER OR NOT IN CONNECTION WITH ANY PROCEEDINGS) AND ANY ADVICE RECEIVED, INFORMATION OBTAINED OR ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH:

(a) ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BY OR AGAINST THE AUTHORITY, OR

(b) THE DETERMINATION OF ANY MATTER AFFECTING THE AUTHORITY (WHETHER, IN EITHER CASE, PROCEEDINGS HAVE BEEN COMMENCED OR ARE IN CONTEMPLATION)" THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.


THE FOLLOWING MINUTE WILL REMAIN A CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 SECTION 44(1B) “INFORMATION IS EXEMPT INFORMATION IF ITS DISCLOSURE (OTHERWISE THAN UNDER THIS ACT) BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY HOLDING IT IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH ANY COMMUNITY OBLIGATION.”

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	22.6.05

57/05


	05/00990/FULL

Mr Stevenson & Ms Williams

33 Beeston Green

Beeston

Sandy

Beds


	Full application for the erection of a replacement attached garage at 33 Beeston Green, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 31 and 35 Beeston Green, Beeston notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections.
	F & G P

27.6.05

28.6.05
	

	22.06.05

58/05


	05/00896/OUT

C & S Associates

Hawkley House

24-26 Chapel Street

Billericay

CM12 9LU
	Outline application for the redevelopment of industrial site for mixed-use development incorporating self-build residential, affordable accommodation, live/work space and small business units (including siting and means of access) at former Morgan Matroc Premises, Sand Lane, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  Object

(a)  The proposed site is outside the settlement envelope for Sandy.

(b)  The vehicular access leads directly away from Sandy and is long and narrow.

(c)  The access road lies in an area of Great Landscape Value and is totally unsuitable to accommodate the traffic envisaged for the development.

(d)  Designation of the road as a “Quiet Lane” would afford no legal protection to pedestrians, cyclists or horse riders.

(e)  The noise and vibration from the railway line would affect the amenities of the residents of the site.


	F & G P

27.6.0

28.6.05
	

	22.6.05

59/05


	05/00905/FULL

C & S Associates

Hawkley House

24-26 Chapel Street

Billericay

CM12 9LU


	Full application for the erection of 1 no 4 bed roomed detached dwelling with intergral double garage at former Morgan Matroc Premises, Sand Lane, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  Object

(a)  The proposed site is outside the settlement envelope for Sandy.

(b)  The vehicular access leads directly away from Sandy.

(c)  The noise and vibration from the railway line would affect the amenities of the residents of the site.

(d)  Although an application for a single dwelling it seems evident that it would set a precedent for the larger development planned for the site.


	F & G P

27.6.05

28.6.05
	


7
9

